
 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The Honourable Omar Alghabra, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Transport 
Transport Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 
June 21, 2021 
 
Dear Minister Alghabra, 
 
The National Seafarers’ Welfare Board represents industry, seafarers’ welfare charities and 
labour stakeholders accompanied by permanent secretariat support role and a government 
resource support role of Transport Canada.  The Board’s non-governmental formal 
membership in its role as an advisory body to Transport Canada, is advising Federal and 
Provincial governments to immediately vaccinate all seafarers visiting our ports.  
 
As significant numbers of COVID-19 vaccine doses have been administered to Canadians, 
combined with your government’s view that foreign seafarers are critical to Canada’s 
supply chain and its recovery, the National Seafarers Welfare Board of Canada, in its role of 
providing advice to the government, is of the view that the time has arrived to begin 
vaccinating foreign seafarers in Canadian ports.  The Board represents ports, foreign and 
domestic shipowners and operators, seafarers’ welfare charities and labour organizations 
and advises and works together to enhance seafarers’ welfare.  And, no matter is more 
pressing to seafarers now than that of COVID-19.    
 
Transport Canada first convened the National Seafarers’ Welfare Board of Canada to 
advocate for seafarers in early 2020, in compliance with its role as a signatory to the 
Maritime Labour Convention (MLC, 2006).  With the Board’s advice, Transport Canada has 
since played a leadership role in designating seafarers as essential transportation workers, 
exempting them from COVID-19-related travel restrictions.  This government action has 
been critical for seafarers as it has enabled them to return home after their contracts and 
for ships to conduct Canada’s domestic and international trade over the past fifteen 
months.   
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Seafarers are deemed "essential workers," and as such, are exempted from the requirement 
to quarantine. Canada's supply chain depends on the importance of the marine 
transportation system.  Seafarers are responsible for the safety and well-being of this 
crucial economic sector.  As such, vaccinating seafarers makes perfect sense. It increases 
the health and safety of the vessel's crew, the marine personnel working in the Canadian 
ports and marine facilities they visit and the Canadian population at large.  Simply put, 
vaccinated crews decrease the risk of spreading the virus.  The health and safety of marine 
crews are vital to the Canadian economy, delivering essential goods and services. 
 
We are writing to advise that Transport Canada, in partnership with other federal, 
provincial and local relevant departments and agencies, work to see that COVID-19 
vaccines be offered for administration to international seafarers on board ships calling at 
Canadian ports.  To assist in this endeavour, we offer the capacity and expertise of the 
National Seafarers Welfare Board, to leverage existing operational processes to administer 
vaccines to foreign seafarers safely.  The Board, through its Vaccination Working Group is 
identifying specific sites, numbers of vaccines required and localized administration 
processes and would be pleased to share these numbers and work with you on roll-out of 
this process.  Furthermore, it is important to note, since the pandemic started, Board 
members have been working with Transport Canada and local health authorities on COVID 
response matters related to seafarers, leveraging their existing networks and knowledge.   
 
Seafarers face special risks of exposure and transmission due to living and working in close 
contact with their fellow crew members, interacting with the non-crew individuals who 
must periodically board the ship, and traveling extensively (often crossing multiple 
provincial and international borders) in order to join their ship or return home when the 
terms of their contracts have ended.  Foreign seafarers also face challenges in accessing 
vaccines in their home countries.  Given Canada’s pledge to support foreign seafarers, the 
domestic recognition of transportation workers as essential workers within our 
vaccination strategy, and the economic imperative of a robust global supply chain to 
Canada, we are hopeful you will support this request and accept our offer of assistance.  
 
Vaccinating foreign seafarers as soon as Canada’s domestic supply permits will not only 
contribute to their health and welfare, but also help prevent disruptions to the marine 
transportation system which Canada can ill-afford as it positions itself for a post-COVID-19 
economic recovery.  Ensuring all seafarers have access to vaccination would also align 
Canada with its role as signatory to the MLC, 2006, including Canada’s endorsement of the 
International Labour Organization’s recent resolution asking member states to make 
vaccines available to seafarers on ships calling at ports in their territories. 
   
We are developing means to vaccinate seafarers with local and provincial officials, labour 
organizations, seafarers’ welfare charities, and industry partners now.  The most important 
step is ensuring that Canada will allocate vaccines for foreign seafarers.  We estimate that 
the number could total to approximately 75,000 – 100,000 international seafarers that 
could be vaccinated.  We believe these numbers to be manageable, particularly as Canada 
has contracted for the delivery of over 440 million doses of vaccine, of which we 
understand some 360 million would be earmarked for international aid.  
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June 25 is the International Day of the Seafarer, which is focused on fair treatment and 
vaccination to foreign seafarers.  We would be pleased to see the commitment by the 
Canadian government to vaccinate foreign seafarers in Canada by this day.  
 
We trust that you will understand the urgency of this issue.  We will be contacting you 
shortly in hopes of arranging a meeting to discuss our offer of assistance.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
Debbie Murray 
Chair, Seafarers’ Welfare Board of Canada 
 
Cc/  Minister of Health, Patty Hadju 
 Minister of Labour, Filomena Tassi 

Minister of Public Safety, Bill Blair 
Chief Public Health Officer, Dr. Theresa Tam, Public Health Agency of Canada 
Minister of Health and Community Services, Newfoundland, Dr. John Haggie 
Minister of Health and Wellness, Nova Scotia, Randy Delorey 

 Minister of Health, New Brunswick, Dorothy Shephard 
Minister of Health and Wellness, Prince Edward Island, Ernie Hudson 
Minister of Health, Québec, Christian Dubé 
Minister of Health, Ontario, Christine Elliott 
Minister of Health, British Columbia, Adrian Dix 
Nathalie Nye, Director General, Horizontal Integration and Vaccine Rollout, Public 
Health Agency of Canada 
Julie Gascon, Director General, Marine Safety and Security, Transport Canada 
 
 

 

 
 

   
 

 
 


